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THE GLORIFICATION OF THE JEW. 

BV PROF. ABEAM S. ISAACS, EDITOR OF "THE JEWISH MESSENGER. 



Of recent years the Jew, always a subject for treatment more 
or less heroic by kings, pontiffs, knights, and commoners, since he 
was made to assume the wanderer's role and told remorselessly to 
" move on" after any brief respite from the agony of unrest, seems 
to be receiving a little juster and more humane consideration. In 
civilized climes, at least, where civil and religious freedom is 
assured to all classes, the humanity in the Jew has become recog- 
nized, his services in the struggle for intellectual and religious 
liberty are more appreciated, and the edge of antipathy, so sharp 
and unrelenting of old, is losing much of its keenness. 

Many factors have combined to bring about this result. Ours 
is a century which, with all its fads and fancies, is fatal to preju- 
dices, however ancient. It is an image-breaking age, that is dis- 
posed to see with its own eyes. Commerce, travel, education, a 
community of interests, the amenities of business and social in- 
tercourse, are giving the death-blow to a host of old-time bigotries 
and promoting good feeling and generous co-operation for the 
common welfare on the broadening borderland between the creeds. 
Popular errors are persistent, but, happily, not everlasting. If 
the Spaniard thought that heretics had tails, and eminently 
respectable Americans used to discern a dim connection between 
a Quaker's hat and a rainy sky, one need not be surprised that the 
Jew has cut so sorry a figure in popular proverbs, and that his 
caricature and counterfeit still drag out an inartistic, if very 
obtrusive, existence on the stage and in the comic weeklies. 

It is not our purpose to dwell for a moment on those bitter 
ages of crucifixion for the Jew, even if relieved here and there by 
sunset gleams of hope. Nor is it necessary to discuss what justi- 
fication, if any, existed for the long-continued travail. That he 
has survived it all, that he has proved neither coward nor traitor, 
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is surely not accidental. God's shadow still rests on history. 
There is no blank page between the Testament of the Past and 
the Testament of the Present. The unknown factor in events 
has come to be the best known and most positive. The sur- 
vival of the Jew and Judaism, this magnificent persistence in the 
face of a thousand odds, would indicate some high purpose. 
There must be compensation for suffering, like sunshine after 
rain. 

Now the most remarkable indication of the civilized world's 
changed attitude towards the Jew is not so much the blessing of 
political emancipation bestowed at last ; for he has merely shared 
in the triumphs enjoyed in this century by all creeds and opin- 
ions. His privileges are not exceptional in this respect. It is 
rather his appearance in literature as a subject no longer for de- 
rision, but for earnest contemplation and study, which is most 
significant. Since Lessing idealized Moses Mendelssohn, the Jew 
in fiction has acquired a certain continuity, which, despite aber- 
rations and exaggerations, constitutes a most suggestive sign of 
the times. The world is apparently half ashamed of the past, 
and would make atonement. It admires pluck. The Jew has 
been the under-dog in the fight. He has been flung into the 
mud, and then blamed if his garments were soiled. He maintains 
his old attitude unflinchingly. He adheres to his Law. He is 
courageous, persistent, no idler or dreamer, but a worker in every 
field open to him. He is restless, eager, quick to seize favor- 
able opportunity, patient, biding his time. Is the world touched 
at last ? Does it realize that it need not go to antiquity for heroic 
types ? The antique is at its doors in the despised Jew. What- 
ever the reason, it hastens to repair the wrong and utilizes the 
Jew and his creed, his hopes, his achievements, his aspirations, as 
material for popular fiction, so that the Jew is no longer a stranger 
at the hearths of mankind. It was George Eliot, perhaps, who 
set the fashion, and her Daniel Deronda, with all its shadowy 
and fantastic outlines, embodied a useful lesson. Since her day, 
it is difficult to keep pace with the stream of books that illustrate 
the Jew in fiction, while countless articles in the magazines and 
reviews deal with the Jewish question, which has become a sym- 
posium, international and interconfessional, to which some of the 
clearest and most prominent writers and thinkers industriously 
contribute. 
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It is fortunate that the Jew's vindication does not rest up on 
fiction alone. It is possible for the Jew of fiction to be a distor- 
tion — to be an ideal and give a wholly untrue picture. The mod- 
ern author may err as much in one direction as the mediaeval 
painter did in another when he gave us saints of Judaaa with the 
features of Dutch and Flemish peasants. Contemporary history 
is the ultimate test. The position of the Jew to-day in life and 
thought has the basis of fact, not fiction. There is hardly a field 
in which he has not gained prominence. The rise of anti-Semit- 
ism is only one evidence of the Jew's strength and versatility. It 
is due chiefly to Brodneid — to envy. That is the secret of pre- 
judice against the Jew. 

There can be no doubt that the Jew's dispersion has made him 
a cosmopolitan. He possesses the faculy of adaptation. He is at 
home everywhere. Hence his versatility and range. Time was 
when he was restricted by church and state to the solitary occu- 
pation of money-lender, but now he roams at will in every field, 
although centuries of exclusive association with finance have ad- 
mittedly developed his abilities in that direction. In his case, it 
is not the intensity of genius which has won him triumphs, but 
the genius of intensity and concentration. His powers have been 
developed by environment. Old-time Jewish education was Avon- 
derfnlly stimulating. It is a blunder to speak of the Talmud as 
stunting and dwarfing the Jew. The study of the Talmud gave 
bent and nutriment to the Jewish brain and preserved the race 
from stagnation. Moral and religious forces, too, springing from 
the home and parental teaching, were active in shaping the young 
and giving them wholesome safeguards and balance-wheels. 

What, then, is the Jew's record to-day ? What does he con- 
ribute to human knowledge, to science in all its branches, to art, 
philanthropy, learning, literature, in their myriad aspects? Does 
he preside over the destinies of states ? Does he rule in the parlia- 
ments of the world ? Does he lead in social movements as well 
as in the exchanges ? Is he an interpreter of science as in medi- 
aeval times, in centuries called the Dark Ages, when he was the 
physician of princes, the adviser of kings and caliphs, poet, 
philosopher, grammarian, mathematician, ambassador ? 

It was once the intention of James Eussell Lowell to collect 
material which should illustrate the varied record of the Jew in 
every department of activity. He felt, perhaps, that justice had 
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been scantily done to Jewish achievement and that such a roll call 
would silence forever the slanderer. If one would sketch in out- 
line a chronicle of Jewish endeavor, and limit its range to the 
past few decades only, what an object-lesson would be unfolded ! 

It is about forty years since Heine passed away. In 
poetry his place is still to be filled. But although Dusseldorf 
refuses the proffered monument in his honor because he was of 
Jewish birth, the race which Heine loved and hated, scorned yet 
idolized in the contradictions of his genius, has attained in Ger- 
many indisputable prominence. In the liberal movement it was 
Ferdinand Lassalle, whose name will always be associated with 
Socialism, while now it is Singer, who is one of the most distin- 
guished leaders in Parliament. Eduard Lasker, educated to be- 
come a rabbi, left an imperishable record among German orators. 
The gentle Berthold Auerbach, whose idealism was rudely dis- 
turbed by the persecutions in Russia, has earned a permanent rank 
in German literature, along with August Bernstein, whose services 
in popularizing science are not to be underestimated; Leopold 
Kornpert, the poet of the Ghetti ; and Karl Etnil Franzos, with 
his picturesque novels and sketches of Roumanian and Galician 
life. One might add a large number of popular and instructive 
writers, men of the calibre of Gustav Karpeles, Julius Rodenberg, 
Paul Lindau, and Paul Hepe. If we add the large and constantly 
increasing coterie of university professors, specialists in nearly 
every science and pursuit, who maintain the reputation of a 
Philip Jaffe in history, a Bernays in classical philology, a Gustav 
Weil in Arabic lore, an Abraham Geiger, Zunz, Graetz, and Z. 
Frankel in rabbinical and Jewish historical science, a Mosenthal 
in the drama, a Sanders in German philology and a Meyerbeer in 
music — one may realize what a commanding array of talent is 
presented. The past few decades may be aptly termed a Jewish 
Renaissance in Germany in all that pertains to culture and en- 
lightenment. M. Lazarus, H. Steinthal, and M. Steinschneider 
are still at active work. 

Perhaps in no country has the Jew become so thoroughly 
identified with his surroundings as in France. As a result, his 
position is confessedly high. In music, Halevy ; in philosophy, 
Adolphe Franck; in Oriental studies, Munk Oppert, Jos. Halevy, 
the Derenbourgs, and Darmesteter ; in Biblical criticism and 
the science of religion, Salvador ; in philanthropy and finance, 
vol. clviii. — no. 446. 7 
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Fould, Cremieux, the Rothschilds, the Pereires, and Baron de 
Hirsch, — are but a few names culled from a lengthy list of 
French Israelites who occupy a prominent rank in literature, 
art, science, education, and public service. The yoice of Gam- 
betta is stilled, but the Jew in France has capacity and enthu- 
siasm enough to be more than dilletante in the problems which 
beset his country. 

If Denmark can produce a critic like Georg Brandes, Hol- 
land a painter like Jos. Israels, Russia a composer like Rubin- 
stein and a sculptor like Anatolski (although both have volun- 
tarily shared exile with a million of their poorer brethren) ; if 
Italy can point to Maurogonato, Morpurgo, Luzzatti, Alatri — the 
brilliant contributions of the Jews of England, within the past 
few decades alone need not arouse surprise. The Earl of 
Beaconsfield will always be regarded as a Jew, although he is 
buried in Hughenden churchyard. No conforming Jew could 
have more ardently championed the cause of Israel. Disraeli's 
name in statecraft, Montefiore's deeds in philanthropy, are 
perennial. Sir George Jessel became Master of the Rolls with- 
out losing his interest in the synagogue. Lord Rothschild does 
not find it inconsistent with his dignity to preside over a society 
for the education of poor Jewish children. Sir Julian Goldsmid 
can petition Parliament in behalf of the persecuted Jews of 
Russia. To Schiller-Szinessy is largely due the revival in Hebrew 
studies in England : and Neubauer and Schechter continue the 
work. In literature Zangwill is half jester, half moralist, and 
Joseph Jacobs is likely to develop into an English Grimm. In 
mathematics Sylvester is a national authority. In Biblical criti- 
cism Claude G. Montefiore has rapidly won fame ; he is one of a 
number of young scholars who will advance in many ways the 
standing and influence of English Judaism. In technical educa- 
tion Sir Philip Magnus is an authority. It was England's chief 
rabbi, Dr. Herrman Adler, who recently was invited by a society 
of Christian clergymen to lecture on " Sanitation as Taught by 
the Mosaic Code." 

There is every likelihood that Israel may enter more energet- 
ically on a practical work, that its leaders in civilized lands may 
cooperate in the task of social and economic reform, that Jewish 
wealth and intellect may unite with the thoughtful and benevo- 
lent of every creed, to uplift mankind to a higher level of right- 
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eonsness. The Jew makes no propaganda. No one need be a 
Jew to share eternal bliss. The Psalmist sprang from a non- 
Hebrew stock, and in one of his most expressive psalms, still 
recited in the synagogue, makes purity of heart and cleanliness 
of hands the conditions for entering God's tabernacle. If the 
Jew devote the energy and concentration, which have made him 
so succesf ul in finance, trade, the arts and sciences, to the solemn 
problems of human betterment, " loosening the bands of wicked- 
ness, undoing the heavy burdens, freeing the oppressed, and 
breaking every yoke," the Messianic age would advance with 
rapid strides. The unsectarian benevolence of Jewish philanthro- 
pists of the stamp of Montefiore and Hirsch and the numerous 
benefactions by wealthy Jews, " without distinction of creed," 
are harbingers of the future, faint fore-gleams of coming sun- 
shine that shall brighten and strengthen and unify humanity. 

Single characters from Jewish history — Moses, Rath, Elijah, 
Samson, the Maccabees — have been seized by composers and made 
the subjects of elaborate musical treatment. But what a theme for 
a symphony is the entire history of the Jews ! The first movement 
should embody the Jew's Lehrjahre — his centuries of apprentice- 
ship from the era of the patriarchs to the captivity. The second 
should illustrate his Wanderjahre — his centuries of wandering, from 
the Babylonian exile almost to our own era, marked still by exile for 
the Jew in benighted lands. The third movement, which should 
vie in grandeur and joyous exaltation with Beethoven's matchless 
"Choral" symphony, might depict the Jew's Meisterjahre— his 
epoch of mastery, when the prophet's ideal of a purified humanity, 
united, uplifted, and glorified — " Have we not all one Father ? 
Hath not one G od created us ?"— shall be universally acknowledged 
What a field here for genius and science ! Passionate longing, 
ardent tenderness, profound compassion, fiery aspiration, rapt 
devotion, must find their musical expression. Perhaps some 
Rubinstein of a later day may deem such a theme worthy of his 
powers. It was Spohr who devoted an entire symphony to " The 
Power of Sound " to suggest that man is accompanied by music 
from the cradle to the grave. When the " Israel " symphony is 
written, let it illustrate " The Power of Righteousness," for that 
is the flaming text of prophet and sage, of law and psalm, of tes- 
tament and code, the leit-motif of the Jew in history. 

Abeam S. Isaacs. 



